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By Carolyn S. Peterson 

Melinda Gentry's love for adults with developmental 
disabilities be~an early in her life. "Through the years I have 
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always ~ad a special connection with people with 
developmental !disabilities. My brother, Brent Bennett, 36, who 

lives with D~wn Syndrome, has inspired me to get involved 
with group~ and events aimed at addressing the needs of 

develo~mentally disabled adults," stated Gentry. 
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There Are No Limi~s lo a Sister's Love 

About seven years ago, Gentry was a driving force behind 
establishing a moodily social outing for adults with 
developmental disaBilities, known as No Limits II. "For many 
of the adults in our bommunity with special needs, No Limits 
II provides an excitihg social opportunity for these adults to 
simply have a good time. We meet the second Friday night of 
the month for food, lfun, fellowship, dancing and Bingo. 
Pinedale Christian Qhurch has been the location for the past 
four years and No tjimits II has grown from 25 people in the 
beginning to over 500 each month. We began with something 
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very simple and sm~ll and now it has grown into something 
very simple and BIQ! No Limits II is definitely a special place 
for special people," ~aid Gentry. 

Blessings Are Evetvwhere, You Just Have lo Look for 
Them ! 
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Gentry and No Li:rnlts II have been blessed from the beginning 
with volunteers whd have a special place in their hearts for 
making special needk adults feel, well, special. "The people 
that come to volunt~er absolutely love it and usually leave 
from the dance and tl1 he evening feeling so blessed. We forget 
how the simple and little things we do for others make them 
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smile, but our 'guests' each month leave with smiles and they 
share their smiles with us," commented Gentry. 

Behind the Scenes, Bui Nol Unseen or Unappreciated 

Melinda Gentry goes about her business as a wife, mother, 
daughter and sister to her family as she reaches out to her 
extended family of special needs adults, behind the scenes, 
making a difference. "I was shocked when I was contacted 
about being the Modern Automotive Citizen of the Month. I 
was nominated by Tamara Smithson, whose daughter has 
been coming to No Limits II since the beginning. I am 
honored that she took the time to write a letter on my behalf. 
It is also wonderful that Modern Automotive donated $1000 
to No Limits II in my honor," said Gentry. 

As No Limits II continues to grow, Gentry is always in need of 
donations. "We can always use paper products, food, door 
prizes and entertainment, such as bands. Being able to 
continue each month, making a difference, if for just one 
night, is what No Limits II is all about," stated Gentry. 

For information on donating or volunteering for No Limits II, 
please contact Pinedale Christian Church at 788-7600 or 
contact Melinda Gentry at 924-6507. 




